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E ducation is the cornerstone of 
GOAL Magazine’s mission and 
with that in mind annually we 

host a free educational symposium 
on a topic that is impacting our com-
munities. This year’s symposium was 
held Thursday, November 8th at the 
Fred Rogers Center at St. Vincent Col-
lege. The event pulled together some 
of the county’s best resources to edu-
cate attendees on the topic of bullying 
and bully prevention. Last year’s sympo-
sium included a local panel of experts 
to shed light on the drug epidemic.

SecondHalf Coach Wealth Management 
served as the lead sponsor again along 
with additional sponsors, the Westmo-
reland County Chamber of Commerce 
and Schimizzi Law, LLC.

GOAL Co-Founder William Urbanik wel-
comed guests and blogger and jour-
nalist, Wendy Bell, who served as the 
emcee of the event. Wendy introduced 
each panelist and conducted a ques-
tion and answer session following their 
presentation.

P anelists for 
the evening 
included:

Dr. Emily Sweitzer, 
Social Deviance Pro-
gram Coordinator and 
Director of the Liber-
al Studies Program at 
California Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania. Dr. 

Sweitzer addressed the 
psychology behind bul-
lying and what defines 
it. Dr. Sweitzer serves 
as a consultant for hit 
TV shows including 
"Lucifer," "Rosewood," 
"The Blacklist," "Bones," 
"CSI," and "Notorious."

T im Hammill, Director of Cur-
riculum Services at West-
moreland Intermediate Unit, 

addressed social media and cyber-
bullying and shared information 
about an app called Bark that helps 
parents monitor their teen’s social 
media accounts.

T ed Hoover, Educator and 
Trainer with the Persad 
Center in Pittsburgh, 

addressed how bullying impacts 
those in the LGBTQ community.

Beth Babyak, Education and Out-
reach Program Manager at 
the Blackburn Center shared 

with attendees a primary prevention 
approach to end bullying with a focus 
on school programming.

S heila Jordan discussed 
bullying from a parent’s 
perspective as well as 

the long-lasting effects bully-
ing has had on her daughter, 
Kaitlynn’s, life.

GOAL MAGAZINE COMMUNITY SYMPOSIUM 
FOCUSES ON THE TOPIC OF

BULLYING

To view a recording of the presentations, please visit  
www.go2goalus.com/2018-goal-symposium-bullying  
or scan this QR Code with a barcode scanner  
on your smartphone, iPad or Tablet.

Resource tables were also available prior to the symposium 
with information from the following community organizations: 
Blackburn Center, California University of Pennsylvania Global 
Online, Faith Forward Ministries, Family Behavioral Resources, 
Mental Health America of Southwestern Pennsylvania, Ray of 
Hope, Westmoreland Drug and Alcohol Commission, Westmoreland 
County Suicide Awareness and Prevention Task Force, St. Vincent 
College Prevention Projects, STAT Ligonier Therapeutic Center, 
and Westmoreland Intermediate Unit.

By The GOAL Magazine Team

M atthew Dugan and Eliz-
abeth Bair, students at 
West Hempfield Middle 

School, shared details about a pro-
gram their school has established to 
help stop bullying.

A dam Hoffman, a senior at 
Latrobe High School talked 
about their school’s chapter 

of Aevidum, a nationwide club start-
ed to empower students to use their 
unique voices and talents to make 
a difference. Adam currently serves 
as President of the club. Aevidum 
means “I got your back” in Latin.

“A HUGE THANK YOU TO WENDY BELL, OUR GUEST 
SPEAKERS AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS FOR 
VOLUNTEERING THEIR TIME AND SHARING THEIR 
EXPERIENCES AND EXPERTISE THIS EVENING!!” 

– The GOAL Magazine Team

Thank you to our sponsors that made this event possible…
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